
 



Contents 

 

 

From the OƯice of the Chairman  

Conference Itinerary 

Presentations 

Annual General Meeting – Agenda 

Treasurer’s report 

Secretary’s Report  

Where are we ?  

The Deltavator 

An Ode to the Inventor of the Deltavator 

Dear Keith 

 



From the oƯice of the Chairman of the Otterburn Society 

Dr M J Cooper 

FMOS, PhD, MSc, BSc, MEng, FIAgreE CEng, MIMechE, CMIOSH 

 

 

Gentlemen of the Otterburn Society, 

When we met for dinner at the County Hotel in Newcastle upon Tyne on the evening of our 
congregation in 1982, none of us would have realised that, on that day that, we founded an 
institution that would become one of the most respected authorities on engineering 
innovation, culture and the arts. 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to what is our forty third annual conference.  

As your chairman, it has been a great pleasure to preside over a number of excellent events 
throughout the year, in particular the Burns supper the St Patrick’s day celebrations. 

I extend my sincere appreciation to the Director of Communication and Public AƯairs, Mr Firth, 
for taking the lead in organising these events. Good job that man. 

In the meantime, I hope that you thoroughly enjoy our conference this year, we have some 
excellent subject matter to debate. 

With my warmest welcome, 

Mark Cooper, FMOS 

 

Chairman, The Otterburn Society 



Conference Itinerary  

Date Start 
time 

Activity Location 
    

22 November 2024 8:15 AM Breakfast at the Grosvenor Arms, Shaftsbury SP7 8JA 

 9:45 AM 
Engineering appreciation, Boscombe Down Aviation 
Collection SP4 6DZ 

 11:00 AM Cultural visit, Salisbury Cathedral SP1 2EF 

 12:20 PM Light lunch, Rifleman's Table SP1 2EX 

 2:20 PM Engineering appreciation, The Tank Museum BH20 6JG 

 5:05 PM Grosvenor Arms SP7 8JA 

 6:00 PM Chairman's reception, Do you think I’m stupid ? WORLD 

 8:10 PM Noel Pizza at Grosvenor Arms, Hindon  SP3 6DJ 

 9:30 PM Refreshments, The Lamb, nowhere SP3 6DP 

 10:55 PM Accommodation, Grosvenor Arms, Shaftsbury SP7 8JA 

    

22 November 2024 9:00 AM Breakfast at the Grosvenor Arms, Shaftsbury SP7 8JA 

 10:45 AM Gold Hill, Gold Hill Museum SP7 8JW 

 11:50 AM Lunch at The Mitre SP7 8JE 

 2:00 PM Otterburn XLIII, Presentations, Grosvenor Arms, Shaftsbury SP7 8JA 

 6:30 PM Dress for Dinner  

 7:10 PM Aperitifs        

 7:30 PM Dinner  

 9:00 PM AGM  

 9:30 PM Debate  

 10:30 PM RBS  

    

23 November 2024 9:00 AM Breakfast at the Grosvenor Arms, Shaftsbury SP7 8JA 

 



Presentations 
 

 

Karl Beattie   “What I’ve excluded from my memoirs” 

John Beck   “Restoration of a Series II Land Rover” 

Mark Cooper   “The 1922 Allotment Act”. 

Jeremy Featherstone “Black & White Xxxxography” 

Basil Firth “Development of the next generation xxxxx rollers 
and other xxxxxxx related inventions” 

Randall Flack  “Family xxxxxx” 

Andy MQ Jordan   “Milk Quotas - the AI humanised version” 

Alan Moore   "German Engineering" 

Alastair Scarborough “Are subsea barriers eƯective” 

 



Otterburn XLIII 
Annual General Meeting of the Otterburn Society 

Agenda 

 
1. Welcome and opening remarks. Chairman of the Otterburn Society, Dr MJ Cooper 

 
2. Apologies for absence 

 
3. Presentation of accounts for the year ending 2023,  M J Cooper 

Resolution: “That the society shall rely on the opinion expressed by the Joint Treasurers, Dr 
Cooper that the accounts as presented, represent a true and fair view of income & expenditure 
of the Society for the period”. 

4. Review of the Otterburn Society Journal. Secretary J J R Featherstone Esq 
 

5. Other forfeits proposed. 
 

6. Election of the executive committee. 
 
6.1. Secretary 

Resolution: “That _________ shall be elected Secretary of the Otterburn Society” 

 
6.2. Treasurer 

7. Resolution: “That _________ shall be elected Treasurer of the Otterburn Society” 
 
7.1. Chairman 

Resolution: “That _________ shall be elected Chairman of the Otterburn Society” 

 
8.  Presentation of the Otterburn Challenge Cup 

 
9.  Presentation of the Wolfgang Award for literary excellence. 

 
10. Any other business 

 
11.  Closing remarks, The retiring Chairman, Dr MJ Cooper 

 
12. The Dear Keith letter 

 
13. Cigars 

 



Treasurer’ Report. 

Statement of income and expenditure, year ending November 2023 
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Secretary’s report 
 

 

Gentlemen, 

I was delighted that some members were somewhat inspired to submit contributions for the 
journal for publication in 2024, regrettably no contributions were received at the time of writing 
this report.  

Any late submissions will be forwarded to the incoming Secretary after the AGM for inclusion in 
next year’s journal.  

I am hopeful that contributions to the journal will be forthcoming for next year and a bumper 
edition will be published for Otterburn XLIV. I look forward to your ongoing support and 
contributions!  

Please forward your presentations for next year’s Journal to me by 31 May 2025.  

 

JJR Featherstone 

Secretary and Editor in Chief, The Journal Otterburn Society. 

 

 



Where are we ? 

 

Shaftesbury is small market town in north Dorset, close to the Wiltshire border. 

It is perched on the top of a hill with commanding views over the surrounding 

countryside. There’s something quite charming about this traditional town, that’s 

reminiscent of times gone by. 

History 

Shaftesbury has a rich and varied history. It was founded in the Saxon era and 

many of the tourist attractions delve further into the areas past. The Shaftsbury 

Town Museum is situated in a small cottage and run by a team of volunteers. 

There are a number of collections and exhibits which offer an insight into the 

various industries that were relied upon in the town. 

Abbey Museum & Gardens sits on the site of a Benedictine nunnery within an 

impressive walled garden. The abbey showcases artefacts unearthed in 

excavation. It also tells the story of the people who have lived there throughout 

the ages through a mix of audio and printed guides. 

Gold Hill 

Shaftesbury is best known for Gold Hill, a picturesque, cobbled street made 

famous by a popular Hovis bread advert broadcast in the 70s. Each year visitors 

flock to photograph this beautiful this vantage point, which offers views of 

quaint, thatched cottages and the Blackmore Vale in the distance. 

 



The Deltavator, 1982 

 

 
 



An Ode to the Inventor of the Deltavator, Nick JemmeƩ. 
 
 

In the fields of Nafferton, where dreams take flight,  

Nick JemmeƩ toiled under sun’s golden light. 

A student of Ag eng, with a vision so grand,  

He dreamed of a machine to transform the land. 

 

And so, the Deltavator, a marvel of might,  

A plough’s replacement, a future so bright. 

When mounted on Massey, it danced through the rows,  

Turning earth with precision, where innovaƟon grows. 

 

With every test run, the soil came alive,  

A blend of old wisdom and tech to thrive. 

At Newcastle upon Tyne, his passion ignited,  

A vision for farming that truly delighted. 

 

Fields flourished anew, as Nick’s vision took hold,  

The Deltavator’s promise, a story retold. 

A tribute to progress, a nod to the past,  

In the heart of agriculture, his legacy cast. 

 

So here’s to Nick JemmeƩ, with foresight so clear,  

For turning the wheels of change year aŌer year. 

In the world of machines, where challenges gleam,  

He’s carved out a future, fulfilling the dream. 

 

 
Chat GPT, August 2024 

 



 



THE OTTERBURN SOCIETY. 
 52 Rawdon Road, 

Horsforth, 
Leeds 
LS18 5EW 
 
Chairman:  C B Firth 
Treasurer: J.C. Beck 
Secretary: Nick Burd 

The Manager 
OTTERBURN HALL 
Otterburn, 
Northumberland. 

1st Dec 1983 

Dear Kieth, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you and your staff for ensuring that the 
second annual gathering of the OTTERBURN Society was a success, which was 
whole heartedly enjoyed by all our members. 
 
However, it is apparent that one or possibly two of our members probably 
enjoyed themselves a little too much during the weekend, and a certain 
amount of miss—behaviour of those members has been reported to me. 
 
The Cook pointed out to me on Sunday noting several matters which he 
suggested were “out of order" and has left me in no doubt to his opinion of 
the society, as a society, almost to the point of being verbally abusive 
and rude, not, I must confide in you, what I had expected from the Cook 
who, he had told me, had been acting as Manager during your holiday, which 
incidentally, I hope that you enjoyed. 
 
I must sincerely offer my apologies for the inconvenience which has 
obviously been caused by our stay at OTT@RBURN HALL. 
 
As you know, we have in the past restricted the smoking of cigars to the 
reading room, and I personally checked the room for lighted cigars before 
retiring myself, however I did not see the cigar which had been left in the 
hallway, which I apologise for, as I am only too well aware of the dangers 
of fire. I can give you my assurance that it was in no way an attempt by 
one of the members to commit arson. It may well have been dropped by a 
member whilst carrying a number of drinks, in fact I cannot think of any 
other circumstances in which it could have been dropped. 
 
As you may have seen from the agenda, (a copy of which I had left with your 
secretary) it had been planned to sing carols and the University song "Old 
Prof. o' Callahan” on the Saturday evening around the piano. On reflection 
I can remember members placing drinks on the lid of the piano, without 
using beer mats, and I apologise for not seeing to that matter myself, but 
more importantly the cook told me that a pint of beer had been poorly into 
the body of the piano! 
 
I personally cannot imagine any person with the mentality to stand by the 
side of a grand piano and purposely poor beer into it, and how the cook can 
suggest such a thing is pure speculation, as I did not see him all weekend 
until the Sunday morning. I feel this for several reasons, firstly our 
respect for other people's property, secondly because the piano was probably 
being used at the time, and thirdly because the beer had obviously been paid 
for with money, which I can assure you, none of us can afford to “pour away”. 
 



The beer had obviously been knocked over by accident, but I do feel that a 
little moor care could have been taken by members to ensure that the piano 
could not have been damaged, and I would like to apologise for that. 
 
Thirdly there remains the matter of the beef sandwich. Here I can offer 
absolutely no excuse. The member concerned had absolutely no right to be 
in the Cook's kitchen, and the Cook' s anxiety about the “invasion of his 
territory”, so to say, is well understood, and I would like to apologise 
to the Cook for the member concerned, who has assured me, will find more 
honest means of satisfying his hunger in the future. 
 
I cannot help thinking that a great deal of anxiety has been caused by the 
members of the OTTERBURN Society to your staff. 
 
As you will be able to see from our statement of accounts, we have managed 
to develop a small sum of money “in reserve” which it had been agreed by all 
members should be invested in OTTERBURN HALL, as we all thought that we 
would like to think that we could help in the running of, and think that we 
'owned' a tiny share of OTTERBURN HALL. 
 
The transactions for this investment were made before any of us met the 
Cook on Sunday morning, and I sincerely hope that this investment with you 
was not viewed as an attempt to “smooth the way” as at that time, I was 
unaware of the misbehaviour and damage of the night before. 
 
At this point I would like to introduce John C. Beck, (2, Hazel av. DUNDEE, 
Scotland), who has been voted treasurer of the society. 
 
It has been unanimously agreed chat John should be authorised to reimburse 
OTTERBURN HALL any bills of repair for damage to the piano, in fact any item 
of furniture, or parts of the hall itself damaged by the members of the 
Otterburn Society during their stay. John will see to this for you. 
 
I can only again offer my apologies and hope that we may be welcomed as 
warmly next year, as we were two weeks ago. 
 
We hope this year to be able to produce the O.S.N.L. again, which we hope 
you may be able to contribute to. I think that we would for example be 
very interested to know more about the activities of the Hall throughout 
the rest of the year. 
 
Best wishes for Christmas, and 1 hope my apologies are accepted. 

Yours Sincerely, 
 
 

 

 

J .C.BECK   C.B. FIRTH
(Treasurer) (Chairman)

 


